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Taunton-area officials with ties to
'alt-lite' group say they are not
members
Daniel Schemer The Taunton Daily Gazette
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Several Taunton-area officials have ties to a right-wing group known for its anti-
vaccine and 2020 election denial views and for aligning itself with another
controversial group, Super Happy Fun America.

CORR — Citizens Organized to Restore Rights — has gained attention through its
public demonstrations and grassroots networking with likeminded officials and
groups.  

“CORR is a peaceful group that’s just interested in preserving rights and personal
freedoms,” said Taunton City Councilor John McCaul.

McCaul said he has attended and spoken at several CORR meetings about the
impact of the lockdowns and mandates during the pandemic.   

“My experience with CORR is they believe in three things I believe in: God,
traditional family values and country. They want to preserve those rights,” said
Dighton Selectmen Chair Leonard Hull, who has spoken at several CORR meetings
on subjects in relation to his expertise in education and healthcare. 

CORR formed a coalition with another group, Super Happy Fun America (SHFA),
which gained a considerable amount of attention through its organizing of the
Boston Straight Pride Parade in 2019 and its selling of "Straight Pride" flags.

SHFA Vice President Mark Sahady and member Sue Ianni, were both arrested and
charged with their participation in the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection. Sahady and
Ianni have been present as attendees and/or speakers at several of
CORR's meetings. 
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“CORR are just concerned citizens like us. They have their priorities straight. We
believe in what they are promoting,” said John Hugo, president of Super Happy
Fun America.

Another elected official, Katie Ferreira-Aubin, who serves on the Dighton-
Rehoboth Regional School Committee, has attended and been mentioned at
several CORR meetings and spoke at at least one. Ferreira-Aubin made
headlines last year for comparing vaccine IDs to tattoos that Nazis etched on the
arms of Holocaust survivors. Several attempts to reach her through her
professional contact information were unsuccessful.  

What is CORR?

CORR formed in 2020 in response to
government mandates during the
pandemic. 

David Steinhof, founder of CORR, and a
Fall River native, explained the state and
federal-issued government shutdowns
resulting from the declared state of
emergency, as well as mandates around
masks and later vaccines, were the main
platform for the group in the beginning. 

“Our rights were being usurped by the
state and federal governments. People
came to us feeling it was an opportunity
to express their concerns with the
country,” said Steinhof, a dentist and
former Republican state representative
candidate.
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Move-in ready: This Taunton multi-family more than doubled in price in just 19
years

Steinhof said CORR quickly evolved and strived for expansion through
organizing and demonstrating with similar groups across New England.   

Both CORR and SHFA have confirmed their association. Steinhof said CORR and
SHFA have collaborated on marches and demonstrations, as well as attended each
other’s meetings. 

“Many of their members were there for us. We have accompanied them at their
rallies,” Steinhof said.

SHFA’s website says the two groups have formed an alliance called the Refounding
Fathers Coalition. 

“Our patriotic coalition is growing rapidly at a time when the rights of American
citizens are being trampled upon and under constant assault by globalist elites. We
are fighting back against the corrupt corporate media, the emerging system of
medical apartheid, the dangers of a cashless society and an increasingly oppressive
government,” according to SHFA’s website. 

Said Hugo: “The Republican party (in this state) spends more time tearing itself
apart than it does winning elections."

Hugo said the Refounding Fathers Coalition is about uniting conservative groups. 

"No one group is trying to dominate the other. We want a coalition with people
who have similar interests and like minds.”

In addition to being involved with demonstrations in Boston protesting lockdowns
and mandates, CORR recently participated in nationwide protests outside FBI
offices over the search of former President Donald Trump’s home at Mar-a-
Lago. They were spotted outside the FBI office in Chelsea on Aug. 21. 

Kristen Setera from FBI Boston’s Office of Public Affairs said the FBI does not
track or monitor membership in groups, and it will neither confirm nor deny any
interest or investigation into any individuals with ties to CORR.

“The FBI can never open an investigation based solely on protected First
Amendment activity," said Setera.

Neighbors don't want to hear it: Berkley man wants to build wall to block
motocross noise

Another main goal of CORR is increased political representation. 

“We like assisting candidates in their efforts to be elected. People with the same
concerns we have for our country,” Steinhof said.

McCaul said supporters of CORR assisted him with holding signs and doing door-
to-door canvassing during his City Council re-election campaign in 2021. 

How does CORR function?

CORR has two chapters: CORR USA,
which usually has attendees originating
from Rhode Island and Southeastern
Massachusetts, and CORR North, based
in Peabody. 

CORR doesn't have any base of
operations, though Steinhof said when
CORR was starting out, meetings were
held at his work office, Steinhof Dental,
in Fall River.  Locations change
periodically for meetings, but Steinhof
said that recent CORR USA meetings
have been held at the East Warren Rod
and Gun Club in Warren, Rhode Island.
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The estimated size of CORR, based on its combined mailing lists for both chapters,
is around 500 to 600 people, Steinhof said. 

CORR doesn’t have any formal membership roster, Steinhof said. There are no
membership or attendance requirements or fees to attend meetings or associate
with the group in any way. CORR meetings follow an open-door policy with
attendees and regularly asks for different speakers. 

McCaul said he’s known Steinhof for more than a decade but said he’s not a
member of the group.

At several recorded CORR gatherings McCaul is introduced as or acknowledges
being a member. At one in 2021, McCaul is introduced by Steinhof with the words,
"He has never once backed down from being a proud member of CORR."

But McCaul said the term was just
acknowledging his conservative values
and support for the group, but he’s only
been a speaker at their
meetings. Steinhof later confirmed this
explanation, saying he has used the term
"member" loosely at meetings, even with
no formal membership.  

Said McCaul: “I try to help every walk of
life. I look at a person as a constituent
who needs help. That’s part of being a
public official.” 

Hull said he also isn’t a member of
CORR, just an attendee and speaker at a
few of their meetings. 

“I’m open to speaking to many different
groups on issues I have expertise in,”
Hull said.

What is 'alt-lite'?

“CORR is on our radar. They’ve been brought to our attention by a number of
concerned community members over their activity and associations with related
groups,” said Rachell Carroll Rivas, interim deputy director of research for the
Intelligence Project for the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC). 
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One of SPLC’s primary goals is identifying and monitoring hate and extremist
groups in the United States, and sharing this information with local, state and
federal authorities. 

SPLC does not classify CORR as a hate or extremist group. Rivas compares CORR
with the Tea Party movement, in the sense that CORR is hard-right and highly
political.  

Rivas said she sees groups like CORR as similar or aligned with the far-right
Patriot movement where, while it doesn’t directly target specific groups of people,
the anti-government sentiment and touting of conspiracies are present, more
coded, and “wrapped in the American flag.” 

Rivas said that groups like CORR look to rebrand the term conservative “to put
further into the mainstream really harmful ideas,” adding that much of what they
express “doesn’t constitute traditional conservative ideas.”

Shellie Burgman, east division director of communication strategy for the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL), gave the label "alt-lite" to CORR, explaining it's not
considered a hate group as it rejects “the overtly white supremacist ideology of the
alt-right” but believes the group embraces “a hatred for the left, while hiding
behind the optic of civic nationalism.”

Both the ADL and SPLC gave a similar designation for SHFA as CORR, that of a
hard-right patriot conservative group.

“Under the guise of a patriotic movement, they’re still an extreme right-wing
group,” said Burgman from the ADL. 

But Hugo rejects the "far-right" or "extreme right" description, arguing far-right is
anarchism. "We haven't got a single anarchist in our group." Hugo states SHFA,
like himself, is just conservative. "I'm a conservative Republican. Absolutely right-
of-center, with regular conservative Republican views."
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Rivas said despite SHFA being "engaged in concerning behavior" and
being “overtly homophobic and transphobic” with some of its messaging, the SPLC
does not currently label them a hate or extremist group.

Regarding the Southern Poverty Law Center, Hugo calls the group “heterophobic”
and argues more LGBTQ+ groups are starting to speak out against the sentiments
expressed by left-wing groups on such issues as gender-affirming care for minors. 

"A lot of people in that community are against some of these policies being
pushed,” he said.

Hugo said SHFA is quite diverse and includes an Arab-American as vice president,
a Vietnamese-American as outreach director and an African-American LGBTQ+
member as the group's music director.

McCaul said he had heard the name Super Happy Fun America, but "didn't know
too much about them." He said he doesn't know if its members had been present at
the same CORR meetings he's attended. 

He said he’s in favor of LGBTQ+ rights and attends and speaks at meetings with
many different groups who ask for his presence and/or support, including Black
Lives Matter and the Massachusetts Nurses Association. 

Hull said he would never attend any SHFA event and called the Jan. 6 insurrection
“an embarrassment for the nation and the Republican Party.”  

Rhetoric and gatherings

Besides a webpage, CORR maintains a presence on Facebook that is open to the
public. Most meetings are posted online for anyone to access.

The Taunton Daily Gazette reviewed CORR’s online presence and watched six of
their meetings held this year. After the Pledge of Allegiance and a performance of
the National Anthem by bugle horn, most of the meetings consist of Steinhof
leading the meeting, followed by a pastor giving a sermon for about 20 to 30
minutes. 
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Speakers talked about such topics as litigation and protesting COVID vaccine
mandates, the toll shutdowns have had on the country’s economy, opposing mask
mandates in schools, disbelief in the effectiveness of
COVID vaccines, questioning the legitimacy of the 2020 presidential election
results, the belief of attacks on Christianity by the government and media, and
getting more conservative representation on elected boards and councils. 

At a March 21, 2022, meeting, for example, McCaul briefly spoke about the latest
COVID variant at the time. He said he feared the variant would be used as pretext
for more mail-in voting.

“I thought about this. That’s how they’re gonna get away with this election again.
They are going to try and steal the election," McCaul told the crowd.  

CORR has been known to act as security at demonstrations. Rivas said the SPLC
has “serious concerns about groups being used as private security, just like
militias.”

Steinhof said when attending rallies or working as security for events they are told
not to engage with opposition.

“We tell our group we want to be as respectful and responsible in whatever activity
we do,” Steinhof said.

“As far as white supremacy, prejudice, anything of that nature, there’s absolutely
no way anyone in our group harbors those feelings,” said Steinhof, adding that any
attendees who express such feelings will be asked to leave the meeting and
disassociate from the group. 

When asked if he is concerned about accusations of homophobia leveled against
SHFA, Steinhof said, “From what I’ve seen, I don’t see any of that, nor would we
associate with them if we thought they were openly prejudiced in any shape or
form.” 

Steinhof said CORR also does its best to distance itself from the stigma of
extremism.  Back in June, Providence Police Officer Jeann Lugo, who was running
for State Senate at the time, was caught on video and charged with assaulting his
opponent, Jennifer Rourke, at an abortion rights rally. It was reported Lugo had
attended and spoken at a CORR meeting in May. 

Steinhof said while he doesn’t condone the reported actions, he also doesn’t know
the full story regarding the incident with Lugo. Steinof explained CORR wouldn’t
attend events like the Roe vs. Wade rally where it may be easily perceived by the
public and media the group was looking for trouble. 
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