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The estranged wife of David Steinhof, a Fall
River dentist running for state representative in
the 6th Bristol District, alleges a pattern of abuse
dating back to the late 1990s that paints
Steinhof, her husband of 18 years, as a spouse
with a hair-trigger temper who frightened their
two young daughters and sometimes abused the family’s pets.

FALL RIVER — The estranged wife of David Steinhof, a Fall River dentist running for state representative in
the 6th Bristol District, alleges in court documents that he physically abused her for several years.

In an affidavit filed earlier this year in support of a restraining order, Steinhof’s wife claims that he threw her
against a kitchen counter and slammed her into a door in March 2014 after an argument in their home. She also
alleges a pattern of abuse dating back to the late 1990s that paints Steinhof, her husband of 18 years, as a spouse
with a hair-trigger temper who frightened their two young daughters and sometimes abused the family’s pets.

“I remain very frightened of my husband due to his chronic abuse of me and his justification for the abuse,”
Steinhof’s wife wrote.

The abuse allegations are outlined in a protective order that Steinhof’s wife obtained on April 7 in Bristol
County Probate and Family Court. She filed for divorce on April 28, according to court documents. The divorce
is still pending.

In an prepared statement provided Friday to The Herald News, Steinhof declined to comment on the domestic
abuse allegations, adding that it would not be “legally prudent or fair” to his family given that the divorce is still
pending in court.

The Herald News was initially contacted about the abuse allegations by an individual who claimed that he was not
affiliated with any political campaign. The individual, who refused to identify himself, said he was a member of an
organization concerned about professionals who have domestic violence allegations against them.

However, in his statement, Steinhof, owner of Steinhof Dental Clinic at 414 N. Main St., chose to speculate that
this was part of a smear campaign by his opponent, state Rep. Carole Fiola, D-Fall River.

“This type of thing is exactly what people are sick and tired of; dirty politics,” Steinhof said. “From stealing
campaign signs to mailing out anonymous campaign smear literature. It is the same old politics as usual strategy of
launching last minute attacks against your opponent, to take attention away from the issues of the campaign, and
to stop your opponent’s positive momentum.

“To whoever sent out the anonymous campaign smear
information, my message is.... Leave my family alone,” Steinhof
added.

Steinhof, a Republican, is running against Fiola, who defeated
Steinhof in a special election last year for the 6th Bristol District.
Earlier this month, Steinhof filed an application for a criminal
complaint against Fiola’s husband, Kenneth Fiola, the executive
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vice president of the Fall River Office of Economic Development,
for removing some of Steinhof’s campaign signs from President
Avenue. Kenneth Fiola said the signs were on public property, and
that he dropped the signs off at Steinhof’s home.

In a prepared statement, Carole Fiola told The Herald News: “I have been contacted on numerous occasions with
regard to court records concerning Dr. Steinhof’s behavior. However, out of respect to Dr. Steinhof’s family, I
have no comment on this issue and plan to keep running a positive campaign based upon my hard work and
legislative achievements.”

The domestic abuse allegations were not reported to Fall River police, and Steinhof, 53, was never arrested,
according to records in Fall River District Court. In her affidavit, Steinhof’s wife said police responded to the
family’s home on High Street one night — she did not say the month or year — after she locked her husband out
because he was allegedly drunk. She and Steinhof told a police officer — who may have been responding to a
neighbor’s phone call — that Steinhof had accidentally locked himself out, according to court documents.

In a May 16 filing in probate court, Steinhof made a counterclaim against his wife, alleging that she had been
“cruel and abusive” to him, though he did not offer any specific allegations, according to court documents.

On April 3, Steinhof’s wife applied for a 209A protective order against her husband after an alleged domestic
abuse incident in their home on March 23. In a one-page affidavit, she said that she had been afraid to request
the order because it would anger her husband, but she added that she could no longer justify the alleged abuse to
her two daughters, ages 13 and 17. Steinhof and his wife are now living in separate residences, according to
court documents.

The court file indicates that a judge granted the protective order, and extended it three times. On Aug. 26,
Steinhof’s attorney filed a motion opposing the protective order’s extension on the grounds that Steinhof did
not pose a present or imminent threat of physical harm against his wife. Steinhof’s wife’s allegations of past abuse
issues were “no longer relevant” to the question of the protective order, his lawyer wrote.

The protective order is currently in effect until Jan. 21, 2015,
according to court records.

On Aug. 26, Steinhof’s wife filed a five-page affidavit in support of
her 209A application that alleges Steinhof has punched through
doors and walls at his home and office, and that he repeatedly
assaulted her, on one occasion ripping out her earrings. She also
alleged that Steinhof beat the family’s dogs with his fists “multiple
times” and that he threw cats across the room in front of her, their
children and his staff. Steinhof’s wife previously worked as a
bookkeeper for his business, according to court records.

Earlier this year, Steinhof’s wife said he punched and shattered the windshield of a car that was blocking their
home’s driveway, and that she reported the parking violation to police. Fall River Police Department call logs
indicate that officers responded to a driveway parking violation at the Steinhof family’s home on Jan. 22.

Fall River Police Department records also indicate that police responded to a report of a break-in at the Steinhof
home on April 1. In her affidavit, Steinhof’s wife said she put chain locks on her doors because she was afraid that
her husband would try to break into the house at night. She wrote that she called police on April 1 after she
returned home and found the chain locks broken. She said a police officer advised her to get a restraining order
against her husband, which she decided to pursue after Steinhof allegedly texted their older daughter justifying
his behavior.

In 1998, Steinhof’s wife, according to her affidavit, also alleged that he hit her during an argument and that she
filed a restraining order the next day. About a week later, she wrote that he called her and convinced her to drop
the restraining order.

In his statement, Steinhof accused his political opponents of using a “no class tactic” in “a desperate attempt to use
my divorce situation to gain some votes for my opponent.

“I am going to work even harder than I have been; going door to door, meeting and listening to each and every
prospective vote,” Steinhof said. “And what I hear them saying is what I am saying, it is time to put an end to
negative politics and elect a representative who will listen to them and fight for them, and not the special few.”
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